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Life on

HE MOST-SOUGHT-AFTER LAND IN

the Hamptons is south of
Montauk Highway, but “we're
running out,” says Dayton-Hal-
stead Real Estate president Di-
ane Saatchi. What's left is pret-
ty much on the highway’s
shoulder. So lately, “substantial
and significant houses are being
built in places you never thought
they would be,” says Stuart Ep-
stein of Deviin McNiff Real Es-
tate. Land that used to be con-
sidered too close to the highway
for Shingle Style vacation plea-
sure domes “now has $2 million
spec homes,” says Saatchi. In the
past year, houses built on one-
acre lots near the comer of the
highway and Georgica Road are
selling for as much as $2.4 mil-
lion. So what’s so relaxing about
trading the city for the tumpike?
“It's the only place that’s still af-
fordable,” says broker Tina Fred-
ericks. It also forces buyers to
spend $20,000 or more on try-
ing to make that home-on-the-
highway seem bucolic. Demand
for East Hampton-based noise-
abatement expert Bonnie Schnit-
ta has “almost grown exponen-
tially over the last three years,”
she says. “We do it for one per-
son, and someone else calls and
says, "You saved their property—
do it for me! ” Her company,
South Fork Technological Con-
sultants, installs fountains or wa-
terfalls that have the same fre-
quency as road noise, and
fences backed with an acoustic
material that muffies the roar of
passing Range Rovers. The foun-
tains often spout blithely away
in the pool, probably doing the
hulking vacation bungalows
- some good on the feng shui front
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et? Only $10,000 to $20,000 for
an “average house,” says Schnit-
ta, though decorator versions run
as much as $50,000.
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